Hug 30 2006 3:39PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



86028601 15 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

AUG 3 0 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

In the claims: 

Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A seal element comprising: 
a base pipe; 

a screen disposed at said base pipe positioned such that a fluidic comjwnent of a solid 
laden fluid introducible to said seal element is drainable radially to said base pipe; and 

aa -a fluid pcnneable e xpandable material disposed radially outwardly of said base | 
pipe and said screen. 

Claim 2. (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said 
expandable material is progressively expandable* 

Claims, (Cancelled) 

Claim 4, (Cancelled) 

Claim S. (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said 
screen is configured to allow passage of a fluid constituent of a slurry while impeding 
passage of a solid constituent of said slurry. 

Claim 6. (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said 
screen and said expandable element define an area into which a slurry is accepted and a 
particulate constituent of said slurry is retained. 

Claim 7, (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said 
element is maintained in an expanded condition by grain-to-grain contact of a solid 
constituent of said slurry. 

284-I2713-US/BAO-0041 2 



PAGE 5l11«RCVDAT8/3fl/20fl63:42:t6PM [Eastern Daylight T^^^^ 



Aug 30 2006 3:39PM CANTOR COLBURM LLP 



86028601 15 



P-6 



Claim 8. (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim S wheiein said 
fluid is drained off to said base pipe. 

Claim 9. CPi^viously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 5 wherein said 
fluid is drained off to a wellbore annulus. 

Claim 10. (Previously presented) The seal element claimed in Claim I wherein said 
element further includes a check valve configured to prevent backflow of a slurry* 

Claim 11. (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 1 Vi^erein said 
screen is spaced from said base pipe to facilitate fluid drain off. 

Claim 12. (Previously presented) Ths seal element as claimed in Claim I >A4ierein said 
element includes a sluny entrance passage. 

Claim 1 3. (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said 
element includes a fluid exit passage. 

Claim 1 4. (Previously presented) The seal element as claimed in Claim 1 2 wherein said 
entrance passage includes a check valve. 

Claim 15, (Currently Amended) f Currently Amended^ A seal element comprising: 
a base pipe: 

a screen disposed at said base pine positioned such that a fluidic component of a solid 

laden fluid introducible to s aid seal element is drainable radially to said bage pipc; 

an expandable material disposed radially outwardly of said base pipe and said screen; 

and 

an exit passage jfrom said clement having T ho seal e l e m e nt as olaimod in Glaiffl r- Ki 
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wherein said oxit paooago inolud e g a check valve. 

Claim 16, (Currently Amended) A seal system comprising: 

a particle laden fluid having particulate matter coated with a material thflt bonis 
individual particles together over at least one of timc> temperatu re^ pressure, exposure to a 
chemical and combinations including at least one of the f or^^ing: 
a pump capable of pumping said particle laden fluid; 
an expandable element including: 
a base pipe; 

a screen disposed at said base pipe positioned such that a fluidic 
component of a solid laden fluid introducible to said seal element is drainable radially 
to said base pipe; and 

an expandable material disposed radially outwardly of said base pipe 

and said screen. 
Claim 17. (Cancelled) 

Claim 1 8. (Currently Amended) A seal system as claimed in Claim 4^1fi.wheieln said 
chemical is positioned at said expandable element. 

Claim 19- (Previously presented) The seal system as claimed in Claim 16 wherein said 
expandable material is progressively expandable. 

Claim 20. (Previously presented) The seal system as claimed in Claim 16 wherein said 
system further includes a dehydrating pathway. 

Claim 2 L (Currently Amended) A method of creating a wellbore seal comprising: 

pumping a solid laden fluid to an expandable element said solid laden fluid including 
A particular material coated with a substance that bonds individual Pftrticlg g Qver at least one 
of time> temperature, pressure, exposure to a chemical and combinations including at lea$t 
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one of the foregoing : 

pressurizing said element to expand the same; and 

dehydrating said solid laden fluid in said expandable element leaving substantially 
only a solid constituent of said solid laden fluid. 

Claim 22. (Previovisly presented) The method creating a wellbore seal as claimed in 
Claim 21 further comprisiz^ causing grain-to-grain loading of said solid constituent* 

Claim 23. (Previously presented) The method of creating a wellbore seal as claimed in 
Claim 21 wherein said dehydrating comprises draining a fluid constituent of said solid laden 
fluid to a base pipe. 

Claim 24. (Previously presented) The method of creating a wellbore seal as claimed in 
Claim 21 wherein said dehydrating comprises draining a fluid constituent of said solid laden 
fluid to an anniilw. 

Claim 25, (Previously i»esented) The method of creating a wellbore seal as claimed in 
Claim 21 wherein said dehydrating comprises draining a fluid constituent of said solid laden 
fluid through said element. 

Claim 26. (Previously presented) The method of creating a wellbore seal as claimed in 
Claim 21 whereui said method includes elastically expanding die wellbore. 

Chum 27. (Previously Resented) The method of creating a wellbore seal as claimed in 
Claim 21 wherein said method includes plastically expanding the wellbore. 

Claim 28. (Ca^icelled) 

Claim 29. (Previously presented) The method of creating a wellbore seal as claimed in 
Claun 21 wherein said solid laden fluid includes particulate material and a fluid and said 
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particulate is more dense than said fliiid. 

Claim 30. (Currently Amended) A method of creating a wcUbore seal comprising: 

pumping a aolid laden fluid, having particulate material and a fluid sai d particulate 

being leas dense than said fluicL to an expandable element: 
pressurizing said element to expand the same: and 

dehydrating aaid solid laden fluid in said expandable element leaving substantially 

only a solid constituent of said solid laden fluid. 

Tho mothod of creating a w e llbor e s e al qo oloimod in Cloim 21 whoroln aaid oolid ladon fluid 
inoludeo pordoulatc mntcriol and a fluid ond oatd portioulato i s le s s d e nse than aaid fluid. 

Claim 3 1 . (Previously presented) An expandable element comprising: 
abase pipe; 

a material disposed at said base pipe capable of being expandable to a larger diametrical 
dimension and being permeable to a fluid constituent of a solid laden fluid employed to 
expand said material while being impermeable to a solid constituent of said solid laden fluid. 
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